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North Yuba Landscape Resilience Project

Tahoe National Forest
Yuba River Ranger District
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What is happening?

Industrial logging threatens 15,000 acres of mesic Old-Growth Forest near Bullards Bar Reservoir
This is "Phase 2" of the North Yuba Landscape "Resilience" Project (NYLRP).

In total, 275,000 acres of the Tahoe National Forest are threatened by the NYLRP Project

This is part of a massive by the US Forest Service, timber industry, and political allies!
27,000 acres around the community of Downieville may already be undergoing !

# Dense old forests packed with mature trees (prime California Spotted Owl and Northern Goshawk

habitats) are being targeted for their commmercial timber value under the guise of

Science does not support logging as a solution to fire prevention!

Learn the facts on , ,and so called (science linked!)


https://store.forestwatch.org/products/smokescreen-debunking-wildfire-myths-to-save-our-forests-and-our-climate
https://johnmuirproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/JMP-fact-sheet-thinning-and-fire-29Nov24.pdf
https://johnmuirproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/JMP-fact-sheet-Fire-Alone-29Nov24-1.pdf
https://johnmuirproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/JMP-fact-sheet-on-myth-of-overgrown-forests-28Feb24.pdf

Logging Tvpes and Acreages:

e 14,796 acres of various forms of mechanical (logging) (unsupported by )

e 15,556 acres of secondary prescribed fire as a follow-up (also unsupported by )
e Only 743 acres of stand-alone prescribed fire (supported by science, effective if done responsibly)
e 17 acres of meadow and fen (likely destructive)

e These extensive (industrial mechanized logging) degrade and destroy

forest ecosystems and natural ecological processes.

e Beware the used:

A spoonful of greenwashing makes the ‘chainsaw medicine’ go down



https://johnmuirproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/JMP-fact-sheet-thinning-and-fire-29Nov24.pdf
https://johnmuirproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/JMP-fact-sheet-Fire-Alone-29Nov24-1.pdf

Logging Tvpes and Acreages:

e 1-to 3-acre (clearcuts) will be created.
e This will fragment wildlife habitat and ruin habitat complexity.

° methods include understory burning, hand thinning,
(destruction of native understory shrubs/plants), ground-based mechanical

and helicopter logging.

e The vast scale of (over 15,000 acres) poses a significant threat to intact

forest ecosystemes.
would clear the way for the remaining phases of North

Yuba Landscape Project - the 275,000 acre total.



Impacts to Old-Growth and large trees:

e The Forest Service appears to justify cutting large trees by claiming a lack of data on Old-Growth, which is
a concerning excuse!

e The lack of explicit protections for Old-Growth trees is concerning, as these trees are critical for wildlife
habitat and carbon sequestration. The undermining of existing protections should raise enormous red
flags!

e The Forest Service's approach of writing off areas as non-Old-Growth due to absence of data is
scientifically unsound and extremely damaging.
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J,\ 77.5m Sugar Pine
/

Yet another TALL
record-class SUGAR PINE
threatened by this project!

As seen in Google Earth



The microclimate HERE

is like nowhere else
in the Sierra Nevada!

Map of Average
Canopy Height
in the Northern Sierra Nevada

- Dark blue areas indicate
Old-Growth

This microclimate supports the tallest, grandest,
and most expansive Old-Growth Forests
left anywhere in the Sierras

as evidenced by this LiDAR Data.
(Approximately 80 sq miles of MOG forest
across 3 counties!) 1 2




Map of Mesic
Microclimate

Average Annual
Precipitation
(in inches)

+

Average
Canopy Height
- dark blue areas
indicate
Old-Growth
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Figure 1B:
Precipitation Map
by PRISM Climate
Group!

Microclimate

30-yr Normal Precipitation: Annual
Period: 1991-2020
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Tanoak, a defining species
of this unique ecosystem
provides habitat for many
bird species, especially
warblers like this Nashville
Warbler

Photo taken in Plumas NF
but species are analogous to TNF

. Photo bﬁqshua Fremch .
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Sudden Oak Death and a Pathogen Refugia hotspot:

This localized microclimate region in the Northern Sierra Nevada could serve as the last anti-pathogen refugia hotspot for
Tanoak, a species being decimated by sudden oak death across its primary range on the Coast of California and
Southern Oregon.
This area may be the only place outside of coastal and coastal-adjacent areas where Tanoak consistently attains its full
potential as mature trees. While there are other localities, none of them can support tree-form Tanoaks in most cases.
This microclimate within the Sierra Nevada could potentially be the only significant refuge for mature Tanoak trees to
survive and thrive while their coastal counterparts are being completely wiped out.
Provided the sudden oak death pathogen does not spread to the Sierra Nevada, the area's isolated nature makes it a
prime candidate to sanctuary the last survivors.
Logging would ruin this last refuge beyond repair by:

o  Removing the microclimate that supports Tanoak growth, especially the mature tree form.

o Decimating Tanoak populations

o Increasing the risk of pathogen introduction or spread through increased human activity

and equipment movement in the area.

“Sudden oak death disease may increase fuel loads and alter fire regimes in areas of heavy infection” according to



https://www.fs.usda.gov/database/feis/plants/tree/notden/all.html

Ficure 2.—Distribution of sudden oak death, caused by Phytophthora ramorum, in relationship to tanoak
distribution. Data sources: California and Oregon distribution as of February 20, 2012 came from Geospatial
Innovation Facility (2012); a few additional sites were added from U.C. Berkeley Forest Pathology and Mycology
Laboratory (2012). Oregon sudden oak death distribution as of March 14, 2012 came from the Oregon Department
of Agriculture (2012). The tanoak distribution data for California came from Griffin and Critchfield (1976). Tanoak
distribution data for Oregon came from the Oregon Flora Project (2012).

Source: USFWS - Download Link
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https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=86945

This area provides some of the best remaining habitat for the California Spotted Owl
with 13 Protected Activity Centers (PACS) within the project area.
This means there is likely at least enough habitat to sustain 13 nesting pairs!

Photos taken in Plumas National Forest by Feather River Action! but CSO occurs in TNF project area. 1 8




Protected Activity Centers (PAC) - Proposed Treatments Alternative 2
California Spotted Owl (CSO) & Northern Goshawk (NGO)

North Yuba Landscape Resilience
in PACs

Figure 7. Map of d Tr t L

North Yuba Landscape Resilience Project Wildlife Biological Assessment
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PNF CPP + TNF NYLRP:
Cumulative Impacts

Timber Sales
[l cPP Project (PNF)
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Old-Growth Forests
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Photo by McKinleigh Lair of Blue Forest
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& : Ldggmg Slash plled up'?
= from the “Yuba II” Project near;

”Photo by McKmIelg‘h La|r of BIue Forest \
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https://yubariver.org/posts/field-tours-on-the-north-yuba-highlighting-collaborative-successes-and-landscape-goals/










“BTW these slash piles:s:
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Sincerely,

Joshua French

Director, Sierra Forest Action!
sierraforestaction@gmail.com

PS: As an aside, (we exempt the following statement from any official consideration but we feel we must say it anyway):

Open Invitation to USFS staff: We and partner organizations are here to discuss things if you are
guestioning your agency’s approach or just want to discuss differing forest policy perspectives.
We are open to hearing your perspective. Zero personal judgement and we will keep your
information completely confidential - we sincerely promise! We oppose policies not people.
Please do the right thing. The future of your children and grandchildren depends on it! At the
end of the day we all just want what's best for our forests and communities.

Here's a secure way to send our partner organization a message:
https://featherriveraction.org/do-you-work-for-the-forest-service-want-to-become-a-whistleblo

wer/
49



